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SUBJECT: BALUCHISTAN - PRESS REPORTS OF GOVERNOR'S VIEWS 
SCORED AS "GARBLED AND MISLEADING" 

REF: KARACHI 1303 

BEGIN SUMMARY: STATEMENTS MADE BY GOVERNOR BUGTI 
TO NEWSMEN AUGUST 9 WERE GIVEN GENERALLY ALARMIST 
INTERPRETATION IN RELATED PRESS ACCOUNTS. SUBSEQUENTLY 
OFFICIAL SPOKESMEN HAVE ATTEMPTED DAMP DOWN TENOR OF 
HIS REMARKS BY DESCRIBING PRESS ACCOUNTS AS "GARBLED 
AND MISLEADING". BUGTI HIMSELF HAS NOT COMMENTED 
PUBLICLY ON PRESS ACCOUNTS, BUT GOP MINISTER STATED BUGTI, 
WHEN QUERIED, CONCURRED THAT PRESS ACCOUNTS "GARBLED 
AND MISLEADING". THERE NO INDICATION OVERALL POLITICAL 
SITUATION IN PROVINCE IMPROVING AND MORE LIKELY HAS 
DETERIORATED SOMEWHAT (REFTEL), BUT BUGTI'S TESTIMONY ON THIS 
SCORE IS THAT OF PREJUDICED WITNESS AND. WHILE NOT TO BE 
REJECTED OUT OF HAND, SHOULD CERTAINLY NOT BE ACCEPTED 
UNCRITICALLY. END SUMMARY. 
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T. KARACHI PAPERS ON AUGUST 10 AND 1 1 CARRIED ACCOUNTS 
OF MEETING AUGUST 9 IN QUETTA BETWEEN BALUCHISTAN 
GOVERNOR AKBAR BUGTI AND NEWSMEN. REPORTED THRUST 
OF GOVERNOR'S REMARKS WERE THAT SITUATION IN PROVINCE 
GOING FROM BAD TO WORSE AS DEMONSTRATED BY RECENT 
INCIDENTS WITH TROOPS AND TRIBALS KILLED IN ENCOUNTERS. 
GOVERNOR DESCRIBED SITUATION IN PROVINCE AS NOT RPT NOT 
LAW AND ORDER SITUATION BUT "INSURGENCY SITUATION" 

WITH POLITICAL MOTIVATION. IN ADDITION, GUERILLA 
ACTIVITIES IN PROVINCE SPREADING GEOGRAPHICALLY AND 
WHILE GUERILLA RANKS BEING AFFECTED BY DEFECTIONS 
MORE WERE JOINING AND TOTAL SIZE OF GROUP, NOW RPT 
NOW RANGING BETWEEN 3-6 THOUSAND, IS INCREASING IN 
SIZE. GOVERNOR PREDICTED GUERILLA ACTIVITIES WOULD 
INCREASE. AT SAME MEETING, BUGTI REPORTEDLY REFUTED 
NAP SPOKESMAN S CHARGES THAT MILITARY HARASSING 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN AND DENIED THAT 30 PLUS MARRI 
TRIBESMEN DIED OF THIRST BECAUSE MILITARY DENIED THEM 
ACCESS TO WATER, SAYING THIS WAS DISTORTION OF INCI- 
DENT IN WHICH MIXED TRIBAL GROUP, INCLUDING SOME 
BUGTIS DIED OF THIRST WHEN THEY LOST IN SANDSTORM 
WHILE PROCEEDING FROM KARACHI TO MAW AND IN MID- JUNE. 

2. APPARENTLY KEYED TO ALARMING AUGUST 10 KARACHI 
DAWN ACCOUNTS OF GOVERNOR BUGTI'S AUGUST 9 REMARKS 
ENTITLED "GUERILLAS WILL STEP UP ACTION WARNS BUGTI", 
OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN IN QUETTA AUGUST 10 DESCRIBED 
PRESS REPORT OF GOVERNOR'S STATEMENT AS "DISTORTED, 
GARBLED AND MISLEADING." GOVERNOR S EXPOSITION, 

DESCRIBED AS "CANDID", OBVIOUSLY MISUNDERSTOOD BY 
REPORTERS SINCE GOVERNOR "HAS UNFLINCHING FAITH IN 
DESTINY OF NATION AND HAS NO DOUBT FORCES OF NATIONAL 
CONSOLIDATION WILL TRIUMPH OVER FORCES OF DESTRUCTION 
AND SUBVERSION". SUBSEQUENTLY ON AUGUST 11 NEWLY 
ELECTED SPEAKER OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY DEFERRED DIS- 
CUSSION OF ADMISSIBILITY OF TWO ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS 
INTRODUCED BY OPPOSITION MNA'S TO DISCUSS BUGTI'S 
STATEMENT ON CONDITIONS IN BALUCHISTAN. GOP INTERIOR 
MINISTER INFORMED THE HOUSE THAT BUGTI HAD BEEN CON- 
TACTED AND DENIED STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO HIM AND HAD 
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DESCRIBED PRESS REPORT AS "GARBLED AND MISLEADING". 

3. COMMENT: READING BETWEEN LINES IT APPEARS LIKELY 
THAT BUGTI DID PRESENT AN ALARMIMG VIEW OF BALUCHISTAN 
SITUATION AND THAT REPORTERS MAY NOT HAVE MISUNDERSTOOD 
OR GARBLED HIS COMMENTS. HOWEVER, SUBSEQUENT REAC- 
TION OF QUETTA OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN AND GOP INTERIOR 
MINISTER MAKE CLEAR THIS VIEW NOT SHARED UNIVERSALLY 
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IN GOP. BUGTI'S VIEWS PERHAPS COLORED BY TWO FAC- 
TORS: (1) HE HAS CONSISTENTLY ADVOCATED HARD-LINE 
AGAINST POLITICAL DISSIDENCE IN PROVINCE IN ORDER TO 
BOLSTER HIS DEGREE OF CONTROL AND (2) INAUGURATION OF 
NEW CONSTITUTION NIGHT OF AUGUST 13/14 MAY PRESAGE 
SOME CHANGES IN PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALDOM 
AND BUGTI, APPREHENSIVE THAT HE MAY BE INVOLVED IN A 
SHUFFLE, IS ATTEMPTING BUILD CASE FOR HIS RETENTION AS 
MAN CAPABLE OF MAINTAINING CONTROL IN BALUCHISTAN. 
THERE GENERAL AGREEMENT SITUATION IN PROVINCE NOT 
IMPROVING, BUT IT DIFFICULT TO ACCEPT AS RELIABLE BUGTI'S 
VIEW THAT CATACLYSM IS APPROACHING BECAUSE HIS POSITION 
ANYTHING BUT THAT OF DISINTERESTED OBSERVER. 
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